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   LOCAL BABY FOCUS OF BONE MAROW DRIVE 

     AT SAN DIEGO ASIAN FILM FESTIVAL, OCT 13-14 

(San Diego, CA – September 17, 2007) – Organizers of the San Diego Asian Film Festival (SDAFF) are joining a massive local effort to find a Bone Marrow match for little Jonah Chuang, born August 2 with HLH (Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis), a rare condition requiring him to find a bone marrow transplant by the end of October 2007.  Joining the effort will be reality TV celebrity, Yul Kwon, who won Survivor: Cook Islands.  

INTERVIEWS & EVENT INFO:

Asian Film Festival Bone Marrow Drive:  Fri Oct 13 – Sat Oct 14, from 4 – 9PM
Hazard Center UltraStar Cinemas, Mission Valley  (7510 Hazard Center Dr.)

· YUL KWON is scheduled to appear at the bone marrow drive, Fri Oct 12 from 7-8PM and Sat Oct 13 4-5PM.

· Interviews with family of Jonah Huang, organizers, and volunteers can be arranged

· Photos and information about Jonah Huang are available at:  www.savejonah.com

The chances of finding Jonah a bone marrow match are very slim with only 7% of Asian Americans registered on the national Bone Marrow registry.  “That’s why we are hosting a bone marrow drive on October 13th and 14th in hopes of tapping into the thousands of Asian Pacific Islanders expected to attend our festival,” says SDAFF executive director Lee Ann Kim.  This is one of dozens of drives taking place in across California for Jonah.  

Lending his celebrity power to the SDAFF bone marrow drive is Yul Kwon, winner of the reality show Survivor: Cook Islands.  Yul’s best friend died of leukemia.  Since then, Yul has been traveling to different bone marrow drives to raise awareness.  “I wish we had a forum like this eleven years ago when we were trying to find a bone marrow match for my best friend, but couldn’t.  Today, the need is just as acute, but with the help of the SDAFF and its patrons, I’m confident we will get more people registered and hopefully find a match for Jonah and other children like him who deserve a second chance at life.”

The public is encouraged to participate.  “It only requires a quick swab of the mouth, “ says Nikita Shen, with A3M (Asians for Miracle Marrow Matches), which is administering the marrow drive.  “We hope the media can help us publicize this drive and the dire need for matches.”     
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